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July 24, 1957

FOB IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SUBURBAN GROWTH IN MONTANA CREATES PROBLEMS
Montana cities will have to face the problems created by the increasing
population of suburban areas, Dr. W. Gordon Browder, professor of sociology
at Montana State University, writes in the latest issue of Montana Business,
monthly publication of the MSU Bureau of Business and Economic Research.
In 1950, an estimated

68,963 persons were living in suburban areas re

lated to the larger communities of the state, Dr. Browder reports*

This

group accounted for almost 12 per cent of Montana* s total population in 1950*
Its growth is associated with the increase in urban population and the de
crease in rural population that has been going on in Montana for the past
several decades, the sociologist says.
Expansion of the suburban areas around Montana cities will give rise to
a number of problems for the cities themselves, according to the article.
Some of the problems Dr. Browder lists are the extension and improvement of
transportation and service facilities, zoning, annexation, and land use.
Montana municipalities will have to give their attention to master planning
now if suburban areas are to be effectively absorbed into the total community,
the article states.
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